








 side attractions calling for attention and would 
be hard put to make a choice and 
simultaneously avoid being jostled down in the 
general frenzy. The pattern earlier mentioned 
continued as more people joined the throng in 
vehicles and on foot, heading towards a place 
beyond the front gate of the old city. Haven 
intermittently lost sight of its official guide as 
well as each other in the course of the day; 
members of the NACD research team were 
only able to stay in touch by aid of mobile 
phones. Without any roadmap whatsoever, the 
team tacitly agreed to accompany the moving 
crowds, believing that whatever lay in that 
direction must bear a serious significance on 
the research visit. It was not too long before the 
mystery was solved. The team discovered that 
the route led directly from the front to the rear 
gate of the old city; the Emir's palace situated 
somewhere in between and accessed through 
an avenue to the left. This road has always 
been the sallah parade route through which the 
Emir, the Princes, chiefs, district heads, 
cabinet members and the ruling dynasties of 
Zazzau Emirate proceed in a colourful and 
spectacular parade of decorated horses and 
camels to the palace at the end of eid prayers 
every sallah day. Halfway down the route, the 
crowds began to settle down, making 
themselves comfortable on pavements and 
walkways to await the royal procession.. 



Eventually, the royal cavalcade was ready, horses 

saddled and tacked, and every platoon in its 

position. The advance entourage belonged to the 

Wazirin Zazzau; an influential member of the Emir's 

cabinet saddled with the responsibility of leading the 

committee of kingmakers in search of a 

replacement in the event of an Emir's demise. Each 

chief or titled man had the liability to clothe his 

retinue of guards as well as decorate his horses to 

the best of his capacity. It was therefore a measure 

of his wealth and prestige to do this as lavishly and 

flamboyantly as possible. 

Some troops included leashed wild animals 

(leopards and tigers) as well as drummers and 

dancers. As the troops proceeded, it became 

obvious to the viewing audience which chief was 

wealthy and which was not. They came in the 

following order: close behind the Waziri's platoon 

was Madaki; (eldest member of the Emir's cabinet), 

Galadima; (emirate council of kingmakers), 

Makaman Zazzau, Dan Madamin Zazzau; (Emir's 

Special Adviser), Sarkin Padan; (the Emir's Chief of 

Staff), Wakilin Ciroma; (the Emir's first cousin), 

Sarkin Bauran Zazzau; (district head of Bauran), 

Magajin Rafin Zazzau; (Prefect in charge of the 

emirate's water resources), Sarkin Tudun Wada; 

(district head of Tudun Wada), Sarkin Dawakin; 

(custodian of the Emir's horses), Koginan Zazzau; 

(a member of the royal family), and Wakilin Marafan 

Zazzau. Next came four young princes; the Emir's 

sons, so richly garbed that they drew the crowd's 

admiration. The Emir appeared behind them, 

heralded by a town crier who hollered 'Emir' at the 

top of his voice. The crowds responded with cheering 

and clapping even as gunshots rent the air. 

His entourage was understandably the largest and 

most colourful, made up of about fifty horses and three 

hefty camels. His footmen, dancers and drummers 

were equally numerous. The Emir himself was at the 

centre of the commotion, mounted under a large 

canopy borne by a guard. Some beautiful white Arab 

stallions belonging to him were unsaddled and 

accompanied the troop on a leash since no one except 

the Emir himself could ride them. Tafidan Zazzau; 

another powerful title holder came next, followed by 

Magajin Garin Zazzau (the crown prince) with his 

troops among whom were two Europeans, turbaned 

and mounted on big bays. It was a sight that tickled the 

local masses who found it both amazing and 

amusing.A total of seventy-two platoons performed the 

royal procession and it had taken about one hour and 

thirty minutes by the time the last platoon made its 

appearance. All were headed for the Emir's palace 

where another mammoth crowd of tourists, many of 

whom were Europeans and Americans had converged. 

A royal throne had earlier been placed in the courtyard 

where the Emir would sit in order to receive the homage 

of his subjects. This done, each title holder would come 

forward with his troops to bow before the Emir and give 

way for others to do same. Gradually, the courtyard and 

the avenue leading to the palace became congested, 

with security agents working hard to hold back the 

crowds and prevent them from entirely jamming the 

walkway. This procedure continued till late in the day 

and actually concluded the first day's festivities.                                                                                                                                          













Na wha ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

This edition is simply GREAT! Kudos!!!

The E-edition in pdf, Please, if possible, Kindly effect 

corrections.

[since it is the edition that will travel far just by a 

click…..] on page 9 as follows:-

1. Monica Selelo is sitting with William Miko of 

Zambia and not Diawara.

2. Prof. Ikem Okoye is standing with Prof. Manthia 

Diawara of New York University, USA, not a tourist.

3. The lady on the left hand side of the page is Prof. 

Deb Willis of New York University and not Claudine 

Pommier.

Bye for now and keep the flag flying. 

Tonie Okpe; Sculptor & Associate Professor of 

Sculpture, Department of Fine Arts, Ahmadu Bello 

University, Zaria.

Thanks Tonie for these very concrete 

observations, not just for our use but for the 

wider audience. The decision to publish them 

verbatim stems from the sincerity of purpose 

which has brought the Project thus far. With the 

contributions of important stakeholders like you 

keeping us on the straight and narrow, we are 

sure to always stay focused on the goal. Thanks 

again. Your support is truly appreciated.

Thanks for considering me important to be part of 

your mailing list. It is quite refreshing to see 

ARESUVA once again. You however left some of us 

out in your report. Well done.   

Uwa Usen 

University of Uyo 

Dear Uwa,

Be assured that the omission of your name from 

the ARESUVA report was not deliberate. Artists, 

the academic class and participants in general 

were simply too numerous to count. In order 

therefore to avoid an overly lengthy and boring 

report, we decided to abridge wherever possible, 

using phrases such as “to mention just a few” in 

buttressing this point. Thanks anyway for your 

understanding and support. 

Just want to commend you for the marvelous 

report you made on the 2008 Iwa Ji National 

Festival at Igbo-Ukwu. Please keep up the good 

work. We, in Diaspora, are reading and appreciate 

all the efforts that your office is putting in the 

NACD Project. I have incorporated some of the 

event pictures on this web site: 

 for 

your easy access.

Chief Jimmy Asiegbu (Okwuru Oha 1 of Ndi Igbo)

Executive Director

Nigeria Policy Institute, USA. 

Dear Chief Jimmy,

You are welcome to partner with the NACD 

Project in any manner that would promote our 

mutual dream of a better Nigerian society 

through the medium of Arts, Culture and 

Tourism. Your appreciation is equally welcome 

and heartening. We look forward to a fruitful 

collaboration with your organization as we 

make progress and discover more areas of 

interest.     

I received this newsletter and the invitation with 

great joy. 

Let me say, this is the first ministry or parastatal 

that will send a perfect print production on the net. 

I have been disappointed all these whiles when 

you open a website of some of our ministries and 

parastatals and what you get is either a stale 

news or that it is coming soon or an  error 

message. In recent times, I have sent mails to 

email addresses given under the contact portals 

of such establishments only for the mail to be 

turned back to sender because the mail box has 

been shut down due to non use. Then why 

venture into what will not be used with huge tax 

payers' money? Anyway, I congratulate NACD for 

this breakthrough and I encourage you to follow it 

up and surely you shall succeed in Jesus name.

My desire is to see our nation NIGERIA progress 

while satanic and evil leaders fall down and die so 

that genuine and committed leaders can rule the 

land to success.

GOD HEAL NIGERIA, GOD BLESS NIGERIA 

BUT EVIL AND CORRUPT LEADERS, GOD WILL 

PUT TO SHAME IN JESUS NAME. AMEN.

Femi Alofe

Manager, QS

LARSEN &TOUBRO LIMITED

DUBAI  UAE. 

www.nigeriapolicyinstitute.org/chieftaincy.htm










